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TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
MANAGING COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN 
SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES AT ATHENS 



To the Council of the Archaeological Institute of America : 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit to you, in behalf 
of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens, the fol- 
lowing report on the affairs of the School from September 1, 
1904, to August 31, 1905. 

From January until July, 1905, during my absence in 
Europe, the business of the Managing Committee was in 
charge of Professor H. N. Fowler, as Acting Chairman. 

By the death, on May 10, 1905, of Mr. Frederic J. de 
Peyster, the Committee lost one of its earliest members. 
From 1882 to 1895 Mr. de Peyster served as Treasurer of 
the Managing Committee, and since his retirement from 
that office he has shown his continued interest in our work 
by frequent attendance at the annual meetings of the Com- 
mittee. He was a member of the Committee of six of the 
Council of the Archaeological Institute which, in 1881, laid 
and carried out the plans for establishing an American School 
at Athens. Mr. de Peyster should thus be remembered as one 
of the founders of the School. 

The School has received during the year two grants from 
the Carnegie Institution of Washington for a period of five 
years, one, of fl500 a year, to be used for excavation at 
Corinth and for exploration, the other, of flOOO, for the 
Fellowship in Architecture. Grateful acknowledgment is made 
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also to Mrs. J. M. Sears of Boston for a gift of $500 toward 
the excavations at Corinth, and to Mr. Clarence M. Hyde of 
New York, who has again remembered the needs of the School, 
as he has often done in years past. The Treasurer makes 
acknowledgment elsewhere of gifts which have been made to 
him. Mr. E. D. Jordan of Boston also has placed the School 
under lasting obligation to him by the establishment of the 
Robert Jordan fund for excavation. This fund, by the wish 
of the donor, is to accumulate for five years, or for a longer 
period if thought desirable, and is then to be employed for 
excavation, unless, in the opinion of the Trustees of the School, 
it can be used to better advantage for other purposes. 

The second volume of The Argive Heraeum has been pub- 
lished, and is in every way worthy of the first. The Editorial 
Committee is to be congratulated on the successful outcome 
of its task. The work toward the publication of the book 
on the Erechtheum is progressing satisfactorily. The draw- 
ings are now done and the text is well under way. The 
special Bulletin on the Excavations at Corinth has suffered 
further delay, but the plans and the Director's manuscript 
are already in this country, and the completion of the work 
of publication is therefore in sight. 

Of the Fellows, Mr. McMahon has been engaged chiefly in 
the study and classification of white lecythi. He has published 
an excellent article on one of these vases with the inscription 
' AXKifia^o'! Kd\.6<;, in the 'Fi(f)r)fi€pl'; 'Ap'x^aioXo'yiKr]. Mr. Wash- 
burn, the Fellow of the Institute, has done work on the 
pottery from Corinth and has continued an earlier study that 
he had made of Proto-Corinthian Vases. He has also collated 
the building inscriptions relating to tlie Erechtheum, and has 
deciphered a considerable part of the first line of the erased 
inscription on the base of the bronze charioteer at Delphi. 
His work at the excavations, too, has received the high com- 
mendation of the Director. Mr. Stevens, the Fellow in Archi- 
tecture, has been engaged in his work on the drawings of the 
Erechtheum. 
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The Fellowship examinations were held in March, as usual, 
and, as a result, Frank Thurston Hallet, a graduate of 
Brown University and a student in Athens last year, was 
appointed Fellow of the School. The Fellowship of the Insti- 
tute, on the recommendation of the Director, was awarded a 
second time, without examination, to Oliver Miles Washburn,. 
and the Fellowship in Architecture to Gordon Allen, a gradu- 
ate of Harvard University, and Holder of the Vacation Scholar- 
ship of the Boston Architectural Club in 1901. Professor 
Jfowler has succeeded Professor Leach as Chairman of the 
Committee on Fellowships. 

The question of changing the time of the annual meeting 
of the Managing Committee to the Christmas season was con- 
sidered at the special meeting held in December, 1904, and it 
was voted to lay the matter on the table. 

The work at the School has been going on in an exceed- 
ingly satisfactory manner. Twelve students have been in 
residence, two of whom are "Associate Members." Twelve 
different institutions in the United States are represented in 
the membership, and of these two do not support the School 
— the University of Nebraska and the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. The students show a slow but continued 
improvement in their degree of preparation for work in Athens, 
and the Director is untiring in his efforts to meet the needs 
of each individual. 

It was my good fortune in the spring to spend a few weeks 
in Athens at the time of the International Archaeological Con- 
gress, and thus to observe the School in actual operation. I 
am highly gratified to report the satisfactory condition of the 
School's property, and the general impression of good man- 
agement which the School presents. It is plain, too, that its 
position among the various schools at Athens is increasingly 
good, a fact for which I think the admirable administration 
of the excavations at Corinth is partly responsible. This we 
owe to the devoted work of many of those who in the past 
few years have been connected with the School, but espe- 
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cially to Professor Richardson, Mr. B. H. Hill, and the present 
Director. 

Among the present needs of the School, and one which is 
constantly becoming more pressing, is that of an assistant to 
the Director, who should be able to relieve the latter in many 
ways. The time is drawing near, also, when the capacity of 
the library will have to be increased, — a matter which the 
Director brought to the notice of the Managing Committee 
in his last report. These needs, of course, call for outlay of 
money and emphasize the present great lack of the School 
— an adequate Endowment Fund. Until we have this, the 
future must remain somewhat uncertain. 

For the coming year Professor W. N. Bates of the University 
of Pennsylvania will serve the School as the annually appointed 
professor. He will be succeeded, in 1906-07, by Professor 
John H. Wright of Harvard. Professor George D. Lord of 
Dartmouth has been elected by the Executive Committee to 
render this service for 1907-08. 

For the Managing Committee, 

J. R. WHEELER, Chairman. 
Columbia University, 
August, 1905. 



Scarcely was the foregoing report finished when a cable 
message brought the sad tidings of Dr. Heermance's deatli 
in Athens, on September 29, of typhoid fever. News had 
been received earlier that he was ill, but the letters repre- 
sented his ailment to be of slight moment. 

The loss which has thus come to the School is incalcu- 
lably great. Dr. Heermance united in his rare nature quali- 
ties which rendered his service of extraordinary value — 
forceful and unusually accurate scholarship, great soundness 
of judgment, uncommon executive ability, and an unflagging 
devotion to duty. Self-reliant and independent in opinion. 
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he was most careful to respect the rights of others, and 
always modest in the estimate of his own powers. His 
first thought in all his administration of the School was 
that work of real value should be performed. He was ut- 
terly without self-seeking, and before his election to the 
Directorship he insisted on making it plain to the Chairman 
of the Managing Committee that he considered others bet- 
ter fitted for the position than himself. In his short life he 
had learned more fully than most men "Toward solid good 
what leads the nearest way." 

Theodore Woolsey Heermance was a son of Rev. Edgar 
Laing Heermance and Agnes Woolsey Heermance; and a 
grandson of President Theodore Dwight Woolsey, for whom 
he was named. He was born at New Haven, March 22, 1872. 
In 1893 he received the degree of A.B. from Yale. His gradu- 
ation was followed by a year of study at New Haven, and 
then by two years' residence in Athens as the holder of the 
Soldiers' Memorial Fellowship of Yale. For the next three 
years he served as Tutor in Greek at Yale, receiving there 
in 1898 the degree of Ph.D. In 1899 he was appointed 
Instructor in Classical Archaeology at Yale, and in 1900 he 
went abroad for a year of study, spending his time chiefly 
in Germany and Italy. A year after his return, in 1902, 
he became Secretary of the School at Athens under Pro- 
fessor Richardson, and a year later succeeded him in the 
Directorship. His publications have been chiefly in con- 
nection with the work of the School, and the project of 
bringing out a careful and adequate study of the Erech- 
tlieum is wholly due to his initiative. 

J. R. W. 

The special report of the Director of the School of Athens 
is omitted in the reports of the Institute for this year. 



